
 

APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST FORM 
OREGON HOUSE DELEGATION 

FISCAL YEAR 2010 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: FEBRUARY 13, 2009 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As required by the House Appropriations Committee, all requests will 
be made public on the requesting Member's website. 

 
 
1.   Project Title: Expand EPEAT 
 
2.   Organization Name and address:  

Green Electronics Council 
One World Trade Center 
121 SW Salmon St., Suite 210 
Portland, OR 97204 

 
 
3.    Primary Contact name, phone number, mobile phone number, fax number and 
email:  

Jeff Omelchuck 
Executive Director, Green Electronics Council 
(503) 574-3346 
Jeff.Omelchuck@greenelectronicscouncil.org 

 
 
4.   Project Location Address (if different from Organization): Project’s administrative 
location is as above.  The project has local, national and international impact. 
 
5.   Please describe the requesting organization’s main activities, and whether it is a 
public, private non-profit, or private for-profit entity: 

The Green Electronics Council (GEC) is a program of the International Sustainable 
Development Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  GEC’s mission is to 
inspire and support the design, manufacture, use, and recovery of electronic products to 
contribute to a healthy, fair, and prosperous world. 
 
GEC’s main program is EPEAT, the green electronics certification system that is used by 
the U.S. federal government, several states, and many other large institutions to identify 
greener PCs and monitors.  EPEAT is separately incorporated as a 501(c)(4) non-profit. 

 
6.  Briefly describe the activity or project for which funding is requested (please keep to 
500 words or less.) 

EPEAT is an industry-public-government partnership to reduce the environmental 
impacts of electronics, including the volume and toxicity of e-waste.  EPEAT is the 
program used by the US federal government and many other public and private 
purchasers of IT equipment to specify green.  EPEAT has been an incredible success.  In 



less than 2.5 years of operation it has created over a $60 billion market reward for 
greener electronics.  Today, EPEAT is managed and operated by a 3-person staff.  We are 
seeking funding to: 
1) Expand the number and types of products that EPEAT covers beyond PCs and 
monitors. 
2) Expand the use of EPEAT globally, making a US standard and program the global 
standard for green electronics. 
3) Today the US government uses EPEAT as its program to identify and specify greener 
electronics.  We would like to increase public visibility, and use, of EPEAT. 

 
 
7. Has this project received federal appropriations funding in past fiscal years?  No. 
 
7a. If yes, please provide fiscal year, Department, Account, and funding amount of any 
previous funding.    
 
8.  Federal agency and account from which funds are requested (Please be specific –
e.g. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Economic Development Initiatives 
account): Environmental Protection Agency, Account 502C95 – EPM funds. 
 
9. What is the purpose of the project? Why is it a valuable use of taxpayer funds? How 
will the project support efforts to improve the economy and create jobs in Oregon?   

This project will help move EPEAT from an incredibly successful and cost effective 
program that is used by the federal government, many states, and big businesses to 
specify green IT but is virtually unknown to the public, to a program that is recognized 
and used by the US public and purchasers internationally to identify green electronics.  It 
would add the global purchase of electronics to the $60 billion market incentive that the 
US government has already created by specifying and buying EPEAT registered 
products.  This further cements Portland’s position as the center of the global green 
electronics movement and allows us to add more high-paying green tech jobs. 
 
A green purchasing system is perhaps the only way to affect the design of electronics, 
and EPEAT criteria include strong requirements for design and manufacturing that makes 
products more recycleable and reduces the quantity and toxicity of e-waste.  Further, 
EPEAT requires that manufacturers recycle products responsibly at the end of their life.  
EPEAT is a proven and vital partner to an effective e-waste system. 
 
EPEAT also includes strong criteria, including compliance with ENERGY STAR, for 
reducing the power consumption of electronics, reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gasses that cause climate change.  In 2007 manufacturers sold 110 million EPEAT 
registered products that reduced GHG emissions by over 3 million metric tons over their 
life, the equivalent of removing 2.6 million cars from the road for a year.  Expanding 
EPEAT can dramatically increase these benefits. 
 
Finally, EPEAT will soon be expanding to provide a green computer registry for each of 
38 countries, and GEC recently signed an MOU with the Chinese national eco-label 
program to promote EPEAT in China.  This funding will help Portland-based EPEAT to 
become the global green purchasing standard for electronics. 
 

 



10.  Have you requested funding for this project from other Members of Congress?  
If so, who? Rep. Wu 

 
11.  Funding Details:  

 
a. Total project cost (all funding sources and all years):  

EPEAT’s current FY 2010 budget to support operating and promoting the green 
electronics registry for PCs and monitors to US institutional purchasers is $1M, 
all internally funded.  This budget does not include the expansions that would be 
covered by this appropriations request.  If this request is not funded the 
expansions will be at risk and/or greatly delayed. 
 
University of Tennessee Center for Clean Products has estimated that it will cost 
about $850,000 over 4 years to develop green purchasing standards for additional 
product types.  Part of this funding would accelerate and support this work. 

 
b. Amount being requested for this project in Fiscal Year 2010:   

$1.4 million 
 
c. What other funding sources (local, regional, state) are contributing to this project or 
activity?  (Please provide specific dollar amount or percentage.) 

EPEAT received a start-up grant from EPA in the amount of $420,000.  The grant was 
exhausted in early 2008 and EPEAT is now funded by fees paid by computer and monitor 
manufacturers to register their products in the system.  In FY 2009 we received approx. 
$850,000 in fees from manufacturers. 

 
d. Do you expect to request federal funding in future years for this project? Yes. 
 
e. Breakdown/budget of the amount you are requesting for this project in FY 2010.     

(e.g. salary $40,000; computer $3,000): 
$250,000 to develop standards for additional product types (possible sub-grant to 
UTenn) 
$500,000 GEC staff salary 
$600,000 Contract legal, PR, advertising, graphic design 
$ 50,000 Travel 
$1.4 M Total 

 
f. Please list public or private organizations that have supported/endorsed this project: 

GEC has received grants from the following organizations to support EPEAT: 
U.S. EPA 
Roy A. Hunt Foundation 
Center for a New American Dream/Responsible Purchasing Network 
CompTIA 
Yale University 
 
EPEAT is used by the following organizations to specify and identify greener 

electronics: 
White House’s Office of the Federal Environmental Executive 
All U.S. Federal Agencies (required by FAR) 
Many U.S. States inc. California, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Oregon, etc. 



Many U.S. and Canadian cities and counties, inc. City of San Jose, City of 
Portland OR, King County, WA 

University of California 
Canadian National Government 
Some Canadian Provinces inc. Nova Scotia 
Government of New Zealand 
 
The following companies have greener products registered in EPEAT: 
Apple 
Dell 
Fujitsu 
Hewlett-Packard 
Lenovo 
LG 
NEC 
Panasonic 
Samsung 
Sony 
Toshiba 
Plus 18 other companies, mostly small manufacturers 

 
g. Is this project scalable? (i.e. if partial funding is awarded, will the   

organization be able to use the funds in FY 2010?): Yes. 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form no later than February 13, 2009 (via email) to: 
appropriations.blumenauer@mail.house.gov  

 

mailto:appropriations.blumenauer@mail.house.gov

